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Consent to Join [research project name here] 
 

Principal Investigator: [name and physical address] 
 

Sponsor: [name] 
 

This form is for people age [put age of participants here. NB: age of 
majority differs by state/territory]. 

[Introduction to the consent form. Give an overview of what this form is for, 
who to contact with questions, and specify that they will be given a copy. 
For example, “This form tells about [research project name]. It explains 
what [organization doing the research] will ask you to do if you join. Please 
read this form carefully. If you have questions, there is a list of people you 
can ask at the end of this form. We will give you a copy of this form if you 
want one.”] 

What is [this research project]? 

[Describe in general terms what the research project is about. What is the 
primary objective? How many people will join?] 

How long will [this research project] last? 

[Tell how long the research project will last. Explain that people can 
withdraw at any time; for example, “If you decide to join, you can withdraw 
(quit) at any time.”] 

What will you ask me to do? 

[Describe specifically and in sufficient detail what participation in the 
research project entails. Be clear if each research project activity is 
required as part of core participation or optional for participants. Be clear if 
some, but not all, participants will be asked to participate in a given 
activity.] 
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What will you do with my [data and/or samples]? 

[If you collect data and/or samples as part of your research, explain what 
will happen to them. Where will they be stored? How will they be used? 
Who will use them? Specify for how long will the be in use; for example, 
“Except if you withdraw (“quit”) or there are limits imposed by law, there is 
no limit on the length of time we will store your samples and data.”] 

What else will you ask me to do? 

[If there are any additional asks, explain them here. For example, if you will 
ask participants if they would be willing to hear about other future research 
studies.] 

What are the risks of participating in [research project]? 

[Clearly and unambiguously describe any physical risks to participation. 
Clearly and unambiguously describe any risks to privacy posed by 
participation. Explain that if risks that are not listed are identified, the 
research project team will tell participants; for example, “Participating may 
have risks that we don’t know about yet. We will tell you if we learn anything 
that might change your decision to participate.”] 

What will you do to protect my privacy? 

[Explain how you will protect the privacy of research participants. If you 
have Certificates of Confidentiality explain what they are, for example, 
“Certificates of Confidentiality will help us fight legal demands (such as a 
court order or a request from federal, state, or local law enforcement) to 
give out information that could identify you.”] 

Will you ever give out my name or other information that identifies 
me? 

[Explain the circumstances when the research project team would 
voluntarily or by law need release participants’ identifiable information. For 
example, “We will release information about you to protect your health or 
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the health of others.”] 

Are there any benefits? 

[Clearly and unambiguously describe any benefits a participant can expect 
from their participation. Distinguish if there are or are not any medical 
benefits expected from participation.] 

Are there any costs? 

[Describe any costs associated with participation. Tell if participants or their 
insurance could be billed for any part of participation or follow-up care to 
participation.]  

Are there any payments? 

[Tell if participants will be offered a payment or token of any kind for their 
participation. Tell if they will receive any payment or other benefit from the 
use or commercialization of products or services developed by those who 
use their data for research.] 

Will I be able to see my data? 

[Explain if participants will be able to see the data they contribute to the 
research program.] 

Will I find out the results of the research? 

[Results explain or interpret data. Tell participants if they will be able to 
receive/see any results that are derived from their data.]  

What if I get injured? 

[Explain the procedures for addressing injury. Note who will have to pay for 
treatment of this injury both in the short and long term. Also note that 
participants do not give up their legal rights by participating.]  
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Do I have to participate? 

[Explain that participation in research is voluntary and that participants can 
withdraw at any time. Explain how to withdraw. Explain if withdrawal will 
have any impact on their medical care, insurance coverage or other 
benefits. Explain what happens to participants’ data if they withdraw. If you 
will keep their contact or any other information post-withdrawal, tell why.] 

Who can answer my questions? 

If you have questions about: Please contact the: 

[Research program]  
[Name, address, email, phone number 
of research staff] 

Your rights as a research 
participant 

[Name, address, email, phone number 
of independent ethics board overseeing 
the research project] 

I know and agree that: 

[List the key points of participation.] 

 

[Include confirmation of desire to participate, signature, and date as in the 
example below.] 

Please check the box below if you agree to participate: 

□ I have read this consent form. All of my questions have been 
answered. I freely and willingly choose to participate in [research 
project]. 

 

Sign your full name __________________________________________ 

 

Date _____________________________________________________ 
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